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Dear students, professionals and Library 
and Information Sciences lovers!

In 2016, the annual BOBCATSSS symposium will be held in Lyon, France, 
from January 27-29. 

The 24th BOBCATSSS symposium is a European conference dedicated to Library 
and Information Sciences. The event is organized by students and teachers from 
Enssib, the National Superior School of Information Sciences and Libraries (France), the 
University Institute of Technology (University Paris Descartes), department of Informa-
tion & Communication (France) and the School of Information Sciences, University of 
Tennessee - Knoxville (USA).

BOBCATSSS is a unique opportunity for students and young professionals to show-
case their academic work, share ideas and build an international network in the LIS field.

Our chief goal in the 24th symposium is to bring together students, professors and pro-
fessionals to discuss the topics of Information, Libraries and Democracy.

Ensuring the free flow of information is a major political and social issue in modern 
society. Democracy relies on an informed citizenry to make good decisions, and this 
relies on information access. In the digital era, new technologies give us greater access 
to knowledge and allow us to be more informed participants in society. Information pro-
fessionals possess an unparalleled ability to understand, teach, and navigate through the 
constant flow of data and information.

Libraries have always been considered places of universal knowledge. Nowadays, they 
play a major role in information access by offering citizens tools and resources. BOB-
CATSSS 2016 questions the role of the library as a social and political place: How open 
is it? How welcoming? What is its part in spreading democracy and squaring inequali-
ties? By what means? How do libraries conceive their political model?

BOBCATSSS 2016 explores the main theme through several key topics: The Role of 
Libraries in Democratic Cultures, Intellectual Freedom and Censorship, Libraries, 
Open Access and Open Data and Protecting Privacy.

We welcome your contribution! The program includes paper presentations, works-
hops, poster exhibitions, short presentation sessions and invited keynote spea-
kers. Details about the topics and guidelines are provided in the instructions 
below.



2

The Role of 
Libraries in 
Democratic 

Cultures

Intellectual 
Freedom and 
Censorship

Libraries, 
Open Access 

and 
Open Data

Protecting 
Privacy

As institutions of public service, 
libraries provide citizens access to 
culture and information, but how can 
libraries play a role in providing tools 
and opportunities for citizens to 
realize their citizenship fully and to 
take active parts in society and in 
democracy?

Mediation: the importance of mediation, 
new type of mediation, new services, public 
relations, library staff, service design

Access: access to culture and information, 
digital divide, e-government, mobile library 
services, cultural democratization

Libraries & Citizenship: tools for citizens, 
civic engagement, social development, 
professional development, social justice, 
education, lifelong learning, connected 
learning, citizenship, information literacy, 
digital literacy

Partnerships: participatory projects, 
innovative projects, fab lab, crowdsourcing, 
libraries networks, international coopera-
tion, public/private partnerships

 

Democracy is closely tied to intellec-
tual freedom. However, this concept 
is still the subject of debate. How can 
freedom of expression benefit 
citizens? What responsibility do 
information professionals have in 
defending intellectual freedom? 
What can they do to support and pro-
mote individuals’ rights to access, 
explore, consider, share and express 
ideas?

Professional commitment: ethics, neutra-
lity, professional networks, associations, 
censorship, activist librarianship

Communication: advocacy, public 
relations, promoting freedom, professional 
networks, associations, awareness cam-
paigns 

Libraries & citizens: living archives, living 
libraries, innovation, pluralism of collections, 
freedom of expression, variety of view-
points, public space, debating and dialo-
guing, discussion groups, welcoming 
places, social places, political places

 

In a knowledge-based society, open 
access conveys the idea of sharing and 
promoting knowledge without bounda-
ries. This begs the questions: What are 
the ways to implement freedom of 
access? How to sustain new economic 
models? How can libraries make the 
most of open access resources and 
promote free access?

Access: open access, free access, copy-
rights, equal access to knowledge, net 
neutrality, government resources, open 
research data, scholarly information, 
green/gold road

Economics & Technology: public subsi-
dies, funding, crowd-funding, public/private 
partnership, library management, institutio-
nal consortia

Communication: advocacy, lobbying, 
associations, professional networks, public 
relations

Publishers & Libraries: documentary 
policy, subscriptions, digital edition, hybrid  
collections, bundles, streaming

 

In an age of information sharing and 
access where open data provides 
new opportunities, privacy has 
become one of the main issues in the 
digital society as a human right. How 
to strike a balance between open 
access and privacy? How should 
privacy concerns be handled by 
information professionals? How can 
they educate citizens about issues 
related to privacy? What’s their role 
in protecting users’ information?

Policies: government policies, freedom of 
expression, right to privacy

Technology: data collection, data mining, 
big data, social media, electronic resources, 
information systems

Mediation: workshops, information literacy, 
digital literacy

Library collections and services: the role 
of privacy in library collection decisions 
(eBooks, usage statistics), privacy, users 
confidentiality
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MORE ABOUT EACH TYPE OF CONTRIBUTION

PAPERS: By submitting a paper, you're getting the opportunity of 20-minutes-long talk at the confe-
rence. Discussion with the audience is included. The full text of your paper needs to be submitted by 
December 15, 2015 via our conference tool. The maximum length is 8 pages.

POSTERS: A very effective, fun and creative way of spreading the word about your project or 
research. Posters will be displayed during the conference and authors will have 5 minutes to present 
their poster and plenty of opportunities to discuss them. The accepted posters need to be submitted 
by December 15, 2015 via our conference tool.

WORKSHOPS: Give authors an opportunity to involve the participants of BOBCATSSS in their work in 
an interactive and fun way. The workshops are limited to about 25 to 30 participants and its length 
should be 90 minutes maximum.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT

An abstract (300-500 words) for each type of contribution needs to be submitted by the deadline 
September 15, 2015. All submissions must be in English and filed on this adress:

http://bobcatsss2016.sciencesconf.org
  

The submission guidelines are as follows: 

   Rtf, doc, docx, odt or PDF format
 
   Author description (first name, surname, university, department, city, country, e-mail) 
 
   Title (optionally a subtitle)

   Four to six key words

   Plain text (no figures or tables)
 
   300-500 words
 
   Times New Roman font, size 12, 1,5 line spacing

   References and citations using APA style.

You can also find tutorials and templates on our website. Selected authors will receive their 
notification by November 20, 2015.
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IMPORTANT DATES

 Dead Line for abstract submission: September 15, 2015

 Authors’ notification: November 20, 2015

 Full text papers submission via conference tool: December 15, 2015

 BOBCATSSS: January 27-29, 2016

 For more information check our website: www.bobcatsss2016.com

 Have questions for us? talk@bobcatsss2016.com

See you in Lyon!

BOBCATSSS 2016 Organizing Committee


